 Congratulations on your new album 'Me, Myself and Live' which is just 
about ready for release on Rootknox. It is an incredible collection 
of music! How long has this album been in the making and what was your 
creative approach?

Thank You! To be honest it took me 32 years to let the album sound like it is sounding right now. That is why one could say this Album is totally personal: Me, myself& live. 

I brought and mixed everything together within 2 months last winter (December/ January).

My creative approach is that I am an artist so for me things always have to go out of the head onto the mixing-console. Also after already 5 years not releasing a 4tofloor album, it had to be done again. I’ve played plenty of gigs during this time and there where a lot of ideas, which had to be produced and being collected on an album. 

 - You have a knack for seamlessly juxtaposing warmth and angst - this 
combination of looping arpeggios, furry atmospheres, trippy vocals and 
intricate percussion has resulted in a string of utterly hypnotic 
tracks. Was this effect a conscious focus for the album or has it come 
about as a natural progression of your style?
Yes, indeed I’m influenced by those sounds capes from the early days of electronic music and this is what I like to transfer into these days. Not Techno, not House meanwhile Touse!
I did not focus on this consciously. It just happened. This is my style, my definition of things. I am a fan of music, which gives you a warm feeling and which let you feel the music itself.


 - As a huge fan of the gratuitous piano solo, I was delighted with the 
inclusion of great keys melodies in this album. Many of the tracks do 
have the sense of someone jamming away on a keyboard - is this a 
starting point for you when you're writing music?
Yes, I am always searching for any kind of a hook feeling before I get started. This can be a melody, a sample, a specific atmosphere or a sound. It has to be something which defines a track. I am often bored of just hearing beats in a club by some DJs.
They could spin for hours and you’d probably ask yourself: where is the music? I just can hear beats. But it is like this, those guys are not into my sound vice versa.
So I decided for me, that I would be very unhappy in case there would be no hook line or theme in my music anymore. If  this point is reached, I would directly stop! 


- You live in Berlin, a place many people regard as being the heart of 
the modern techno scene. Do you find most of your inspiration comes from 
your local contemporaries or are you influenced by a broader musical 
community? 

I do not go out so often here. So I can not say I am influenced of the club scene in this city so much. But I feel very comfortable to live here and I am absolutely inspired by the everyday environment in Berlin. There is so much to discover! It is a feeling of being free, being relaxed and satisfied, this is what inspires me and my music. And yes, I can say I am more influenced by music in general than by specific techno music. I do not care about today’s club music so much. In my opinion the whole thing is a bit overrated, people should start to listen to music by their hearts again!



- Regarding your Myspace page, what do you mean by "Live Electronic 
Music - No Laptop!!" Can you describe your live setup? What are the 
benefits or drawbacks when compared with what has become the standard 
live setup of Ableton on a laptop teamed with a midi controller?
When I go into a club to see somebody playing Live, I want to see him performing 

Live. Not see him staring into his laptop while clicking the mouse-buttons. This is like watching TV without having any antenna connected. Ableton for example is a good tool, which might be awesome to be included in a live setup-no doubt, but for standalone it does not fulfil the standard of a live p.a. in my opinion. This is why I highlight to play live with analogue gear and without laptop, performing on the machines and creating each sound by my hands. All is possible, everything might happen: It´s Live!

- Obviously with the release of this album you'll have a heavy gig 
schedule coming up. Any particular performances you're looking forward to?

Do you think so? I hope so!

I am looking forward for a gig in Helsinki in May, because I am really curious about what is going on there. At the end of this year I am going to play some gigs in South America, which is supposed to be amazing. I’ve always dreamed of going there someday. I am always looking forward for the next gig! It is always a new night, new mixture of people, a certain atmosphere and a new combination of elements in my live-set.
 
 - And finally, any plans to travel to our fair shores?
Not yet, but I would love to visit Oz one day! I’ve heard so many positive things about Australian people and of course, the nature you got must be stunning. I hope to go there one day, in the name of music!
